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Modeled road traffic  fatalities, rates Modeled road traffic  fatalities, rates 
( )( )(per 100 000 pop)(per 100 000 pop)

WHO regionWHO region nn Mortality rateMortality rate

African regionAfrican region 234 768234 768 32.232.2

Region of the AmericasRegion of the Americas 142 252142 252 15 815 8Region of the AmericasRegion of the Americas 142 252142 252 15.815.8

SouthSouth--East AsiaEast Asia 285 020285 020 16.616.6

Eastern Mediterranean Eastern Mediterranean 175 668175 668 32.232.2

European RegionEuropean Region 117 997117 997 13.413.4

Western PacificWestern Pacific 278 321278 321 15.615.6

GlobalGlobal 1 234 0261 234 026 18.818.8



Reported deaths by road user type 24 Reported deaths by road user type 24 
ffAfrican countries.African countries.
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Number of registered vehicles per 1000 population (40 countries)

Mauritania

Namibia
Zimbabwe
Botswana

S eychelles
S outhAfrica

Mauritius

K

Guinea‐B is s au
BurkinaF as o

Angola
Ghana

Nigeria
S waz iland

C apeVerde

Tanz ania

C ameroon
Zambia

S enegal
B enin

C ongo (the)
C omoros  (the)

K enya

Malawi

Madagas car
C had

Uganda
Moz ambique

E ritrea

Mali
Tanz ania

D R Congo
Niger(the)
Rwanda

S ierraLeone
Burundi

Togo
S  T P

Gambia(the)

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

C  A  R

E thiopia
L iberia

D  R  Congo

number of motor vehic les  per 1000 population



Motorization rate in BurkinaMotorization rate in Burkina

G th f hi l fl t 1999 2006

300000

Growth of vehicle fleet 1999-2006
Cars & heavy vehicles

2-wheelrs >50 cm3

200000

250000

150000

200000

50000

100000

0
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006



Road safety managementRoad safety managementy gy g

Road safety management in 41 African countriesRoad safety management in 41 African countries NN %%

Countries with lead agency Countries with lead agency 3636 87.887.8

Countries with lead agency and funding allocated to the agencyCountries with lead agency and funding allocated to the agency 3232 78.078.0Countries with lead agency and funding allocated to the agencyCountries with lead agency and funding allocated to the agency 3232 78.078.0

Countries with a national strategy (regardless of endorsement)Countries with a national strategy (regardless of endorsement) 2020 48.848.8

Countries with national strategy that is endorsed by governmentCountries with national strategy that is endorsed by government 1414 34.134.1

Countries with a funding for its strategyCountries with a funding for its strategy 2626 63.463.4

Countries with national measurable targets Countries with national measurable targets 1111 26.826.8

Countries with national strategy that is endorsed by government, Countries with national strategy that is endorsed by government, 
f if i 1010 24 424 4sets target and has fundingsets target and has funding 1010 24.424.4



Road safety policies & plansRoad safety policies & plansy p py p p

Many road safety interventions benefitMany road safety interventions benefitMany road safety interventions benefit Many road safety interventions benefit 
more than one type of road usermore than one type of road user
–– Reduction of speedReduction of speedpp
–– Reduction of alcohol use among road usersReduction of alcohol use among road users
–– Safe / Improved infrastructure (that caters for Safe / Improved infrastructure (that caters for p (p (

all road users)all road users)
–– Improved visibilityImproved visibility
–– Improved post crash careImproved post crash care
–– Strengthened road safety laws & enforcementStrengthened road safety laws & enforcement



The vehicleThe vehicleThe vehicleThe vehicle
Not enough known on what types (engine Not enough known on what types (engine 
size) are on African roadssize) are on African roads

Variations on classification manyVariations on classification manyVariations on classification, many Variations on classification, many 
countries likely not to have datacountries likely not to have data

N d h i dN d h i dNo data on what proportion are used as No data on what proportion are used as 
commercial taxiscommercial taxis

Data needed for appropriate policies, laws, Data needed for appropriate policies, laws, 
standardsstandardsstandardsstandards





The passenger: Use of helmetsThe passenger: Use of helmetsThe passenger: Use of helmetsThe passenger: Use of helmets

Proper use of MC helmet reduces risk ofProper use of MC helmet reduces risk ofProper use of MC helmet reduces risk of Proper use of MC helmet reduces risk of 
severe injury by 70% & death by 40%severe injury by 70% & death by 40%
85% of countries have a helmet law85% of countries have a helmet law85% of countries have a helmet law85% of countries have a helmet law
All except 4 apply this to all engine typesAll except 4 apply this to all engine types
Only 24% rated their enforcement as Only 24% rated their enforcement as 
effectiveeffective
Very low helmet wearing rates in most Very low helmet wearing rates in most 
countriescountries



Helmet law and standards in 41 Helmet law and standards in 41 
iicountriescountries
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Helmet use in countries with high prop of 2Helmet use in countries with high prop of 2--
& 3& 3--wheelerswheelers

Country Proportion of 
motorized 2 &

Helmet law Standards Enforcement 
ratings

Helmet 
wearingmotorized 2 & 

3 wheelers (%)
ratings 
0-10 

wearing 
rate (%)

Burkina Faso 31 Yes Yes 1 No data

CAF 77 Yes Yes 3 No data

Chad 52 Yes No 3 51

Mauritius 43 Yes Yes 9 No dataMauritius 43 Yes Yes 9 No data

Nigeria 40 Yes Yes 2 <5

Rwanda 37 Noa n/a n/a No data

Sao Tome & 
Principe

66 Yes No No data No data

Togo 71 No No 2 1bTogo 71 No No 2 1



Reasons for nonReasons for non--useuseReasons for nonReasons for non useuse

Low awareness of benefitLow awareness of benefitLow awareness of benefitLow awareness of benefit
No law, or no standards, low enforcementNo law, or no standards, low enforcement
Low availabilityLow availabilityLow availabilityLow availability
CostCost
Di f t i h t thDi f t i h t thDiscomfort in hot weatherDiscomfort in hot weather
Commercial MC Commercial MC –– disincentive to share disincentive to share 
helmethelmethelmetshelmets
Head dress not compatible with helmetsHead dress not compatible with helmets



StandardsStandardsStandardsStandards

The following elements are necessary forThe following elements are necessary forThe following elements are necessary for The following elements are necessary for 
protective motorcycle helmet:protective motorcycle helmet:
–– provides sufficient coverage to protect the head in theprovides sufficient coverage to protect the head in theprovides sufficient coverage to protect the head in the provides sufficient coverage to protect the head in the 

event of an impactevent of an impact
–– remains on the head, buckled, before, during and remains on the head, buckled, before, during and 

after the crash or impact sequenceafter the crash or impact sequence
–– provides provides adequateadequate impact protection during an impactimpact protection during an impact

manufacturer provides sufficient informationmanufacturer provides sufficient information–– manufacturer provides sufficient information manufacturer provides sufficient information 
regarding proper fit, use and care of the helmetregarding proper fit, use and care of the helmet

–– should be should be economical, lightweight and well ventilated economical, lightweight and well ventilated , g g, g g
for use in the tropicsfor use in the tropics





How can Africa halt & reverse the How can Africa halt & reverse the 
C h ?C h ?MC crash rates?MC crash rates?

Deal with road safety holistically (recs ofDeal with road safety holistically (recs ofDeal with road safety holistically (recs of Deal with road safety holistically (recs of 
WRRTIP, Status Report)WRRTIP, Status Report)

IncInc public transport policypublic transport policy–– Inc Inc public transport policypublic transport policy

Specific interventions (Specific interventions (helmet manualhelmet manual))

–– Safe infrastructure for 2Safe infrastructure for 2--wheelerswheelers

Helmet laws and standards (which standard?)Helmet laws and standards (which standard?)–– Helmet laws and standards (which standard?)Helmet laws and standards (which standard?)

–– Local manufacturing? (discussions in Nigeria) Local manufacturing? (discussions in Nigeria) 


